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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of this document

1.1.1 This document has been prepared by the Applicant to set out the principal changes
made to the draft Development Consent Order (DCO) from the version submitted to
the Planning Inspectorate on 29 August 2025 as part of the application for
development consent (Document 3.1(A)) [APP-056].

1.1.2 This document is therefore submitted together with:

a) A revised draft DCO showing the changes proposed for Deadline 2
(Document 3.1(BC)) (clean); and

b) A tracked version of the draft DCO showing all changes as between
Revision A (Document 3.1(A)) [APP-056] and the new Revision B
(Document 3.1(B)) [REP2-004] and the new Revision C (Document 
3.1(C)).

1.1.3 This document is a ‘live’ document and will be updated (on a consolidated basis) by
the Applicant throughout the Examination.

1.2 Overview of changes made at Examination Stage

Deadline 2

1.2.1 Table 2.1 lists the principal changes made by the ApplicationApplicant within
Revision B of the draft DCO (Document 3.1(B)) submitted at Deadline 2 of the
Examination.

1.2.2 The genesis of a number of these amendments are driven by points raised by the
local authorities and key stakeholders in their Relevant Representations and Local
Impact Reports.  Other key amendments have arisen through engagement with
developers of other major infrastructure projects, including North Falls Offshore
Windfarm, Five Estuaries Offshore Windfarm and the A122 Lower Thames Crossing.

Deadline 3

1.2.3 Table 2.2 lists the principal changes made by the Applicant within Revision C of the 
draft DCO (Document 3.1(C))) submitted at Deadline 3 of the Examination. 

1.2.4 Where reference is made in Table 2.2 to the Examining Authority’s Written 
Questions (ExQ1) [PD-014], the question reference referred to is to the unique 
reference number which starts with the issue code, followed by a 1 (indicating that it 
is from ExQ1), followed by either an A (indicating it relates to an article) or an S 
(indicating that it relates to a schedule) and then a question number. Detailed 
responses to the Examining Authority’s written questions are provided in 8.9.1 
Applicant's Responses to First Written Questions which were submitted at 
Deadline 3.
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dDCO Ref.

Article 2,
Interpretation

2. Schedule of Changes during Examination

Table 2.1 Schedule of Changes to Version A of the draft DCO [APP-056]

A minor amendment to
re-order definitions so that
they appear in alphabetical
order.

Rationale for the Change

B

Change Made

2.

Version
of dDCO

Article 2,

Ref.

A minor amendment in B

1.
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Article 2,
Interpretation

Ref.

An amendment in
response to feedback from
South Norfolk District
Council in its Local Impact
Report to future-proof the
draft DCO against
potential re-structuring of
ensure that any
successors in function are
expressly covered.

Version
of dDCO

B

4.

dDCO Ref.

Article 2,
Interpretation

Interpretation

An amendment in
response to feedback from
UKOP/BPA to ensure that
any successors title and
assigns and successors in
function are expressly
covered.

response to feedback from
Essex County Council in
its Local Impact Report.

B

Rationale for the Change

5. Article 2,
Interpretation

A minor amendment to
relocate the definition to
where the term “UKOP
protective works” is first

B

3.

Change Made
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Ref.

B

Version
of dDCO

7. Article 12,
Application of
the Permit
Schemes

An amendment that has
been made in response to
feedback from Suffolk
County Council in its Local
Impact Report.

dDCO Ref.

B

used (see Ref. 8).

8. Article 21,
Protective
works

A minor amendment to
relocate the definition to
where the term is first
used (see Ref. 5).

B

6.

Rationale for the Change

9.

Article 2,
Interpretation

Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at
Tilbury North.

An amendment to ensure
that UKOP has the benefit
of the necessary powers to
enable it to carry out the
UKOP protective works.

B

Change Made
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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dDCO Ref.

10.

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at
Tilbury North.

Work No. 20 is not used to
avoid substantial
consequential effects on

Change Made

B

Ref. Version
of dDCO
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dDCO Ref.

Works Plans and other
application documents that
refer to Works by their
number.

Rationale for the Change

11. Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

Change Made

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at
Tilbury North.

Work No. 21 is not used to
avoid substantial
consequential effects on
Works Plans and other
application documents that
refer to Works by their
number.

Ref. Version
of dDCO

B
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dDCO Ref.

12.

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at
Tilbury North.

Change Made

B

Ref. Version
of dDCO
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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13.

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at
Tilbury North.

The term “cable ducts” has
been replaced by “cable
protection structures” to
account for necessary
flexibility in design at this
stage.

Change MadeRef.

B

Version
of dDCO

14. Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at
Tilbury North.

B

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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15.

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 1,
Authorised
Development

A correction of a
typographical error to
ensure correct reference
to Braintree District
Council.

Change MadeRef.

B

Version
of dDCO

16. Schedule 3,
Requirements
(Paragraph 1)

A correction of a minor
typographical error in the
definition of “start up and
close down activities”.

B

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change

Schedule 3,
Requirements
(Paragraph
1(4))

An amendment that has
been made in response to
feedback from Suffolk
County Council in its Local
Impact Report.

Change MadeRef.

B

Version
of dDCO

18. Schedule 3,
Requirements
, (Paragraph
4(3))

An amendment that has
been made in response to
feedback from Suffolk
County Council in its Local
Impact Report.

B

dDCO Ref.

19. Schedule 3,
Requirements
, (Paragraph
5(1) and (3))

An amendment that has
been made in response to
feedback from Suffolk
County Council in its Local
Impact Report.

B

17.
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20.

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 3,
Requirements
(Paragraph
5(4))

An amendment that has
been made in response to
feedback from local
authorities and Historic
England.

Change MadeRef.

B

Version
of dDCO

21. Schedule 3,
Requirements
(Paragraph

An amendment that has
been made to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
pursuing Scenario B at

B

dDCO Ref.
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Tilbury North.

Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef.

22.

Version
of dDCO

Schedule 3,
Requirements
(Paragraph
14)

An amendment to include
a new noise requirement
agreed between the
Applicant and the
undertakers for the Five

New Requirement: B

dDCO Ref.

14)
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dDCO Ref.

Estuaries and North Falls
Wind Farm Projects.

Rationale for the Change

23. Schedule 4,
discharge of

Change Made

An amendment that has
been made in response to

Ref.

B

Version
of dDCO



National Grid  |  MarchApril 2026  |  Norwich to Tilbury 19

dDCO Ref.

Requirements
(Paragraph
3(1)(b))

feedback from local
authorities.

Rationale for the Change

24.

Change Made

Schedule 4,
discharge of
Requirements
(Paragraph
4(2)(a))

Ref.

Correction of a minor
typographical error.

Version
of dDCO

B
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dDCO Ref.

25. Schedule 11,
Land of which
temporary
possession
may be taken

Rationale for the Change

Updates to reflect changes
to land parcels or classes
of rights that emanated
from ongoing land
referencing and newly
received information.

Minor typographical
corrections to Work
Numbers to reflect the
Applicant’s commitment to
Scenario B at Tilbury
North.

Amendments to Section A:

Amendments to Section B:

Change Made

B

Ref. Version
of dDCO
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.

Amendments to Section C:
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.

Amendments to Section D:

Amendments to Section G:
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Rationale for the Change Change MadeRef. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.

Amendments to Section H:
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dDCO Ref.

26.

Rationale for the Change

Schedule 16,
Protective
Provisions,

Correction of a minor
typographical error.

Change Made

B

Ref. Version
of dDCO



National Grid  |  MarchApril 2026  |  Norwich to Tilbury 30

Ref. Version
of dDCO

dDCO Ref.

Part 4

Rationale for the Change Change Made
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Table 2.2 Schedule of Changes to Version B of the draft DCO [REP2-004]

Ref.

2.

Rationale for the Change

Article 2, 
Interpretation

1.

In response to feedback 
from Norfolk County 
Council, a new definition of 
“relevant county planning 
authority” is added to: (a) 
clarify the new definition of 
“relevant planning 
authority”; and (b) ensure 
it is clear which planning 
authority is the relevant 
decision making authority 
in each instance. The new 
definition of “relevant 
planning authority” 
excludes article 56 
(safeguarding) which 
includes its own specific 
definition of “relevant 

Article 2, 
Interpretation

C

Change Made

Correction of a 
typographical error to 
ensure consistency with 
the defined term. 

dDCO Ref.

This correction has been made throughout the 3.1 Draft Development Consent 
Order (Revision C). To ensure this schedule is kept as legible as possible, no 
further instances of this change are listed in this Table 2.2.

Version 
of dDCO

C
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planning authority” for the 
purposes of that article. 

4.

Article 2, 
Interpretation

Article 3, 
Development 
consent etc. 
granted by the 
Order

The proposed change is to 
give UKOP the benefit of 
the consent to carry out 
and maintain the UKOP 
protective works.

The benefit transferred to 
UKOP would remain 
subject to the equivalent 
limitations and conditions 
as already attach to UKPN 
in its capacity as a 
secondary undertaker for a 
limited part of the 
authorised development.

The necessity for those 
limitations and conditions 
is outlined below.

Paragraph (5) is adjusted 
to exclude the UKOP 
protective works from 

Update following the 
acceptance of Change 
Application 1 – Bulphan to 
reflect an adjustment to 
the approach to the UKOP 
protective works to remove 
Schedule 9A and list the 
UKOP protective works as 
part of the authorised 
development as a new 
Work No. 17A.

C

C3.
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The proposed revision 
gives UKOP authority to 
maintain the UKOP 
protective works. This is 
essential since UKOP is 
not a statutory undertaker 

C5. Article 4, 
Maintenance 
of authorised 
development

National Grid’s powers of 
operation and use as part 
of the high-voltage 
electricity transmission 
system.
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6.

7. Article 6, 
Benefit of 
Order

Article 5, 
Limits of 
deviation

The proposed changes 
give UKOP the benefit of 
the powers in the draft 
DCO in connection with 
the UKOP protective 
works. 

and, therefore, cannot rely 
on its own statutory 
maintenance powers.

Cross-reference correction 
following above 
amendments to Article 3 
and resulting change to 
numbering.

C

C
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C8. Article 7, 
Consent to 
transfer 
benefit of 
Order

The proposed amendment 
brings the UKOP 
protective works into 
alignment with the UKPN 
Works for the purpose of 
the transfer of the benefit 
of the Order.
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C9. Article 8, 
Application of 

The proposed amendment 
replaces references to the 
now deleted Schedule 9A 
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Correction of a 
typographical error to 
ensure consistency with 
the defined term.  

This correction has been made throughout the articles of 3.1 Draft 
Development Consent Order (Revision C), specifically at articles 14(2)(i) 
(power to alter layout, etc. of streets), 22(8) (authority to survey and investigate 
the land), and 50(5) (felling and lopping).  To ensure this schedule is kept as 
legible as possible, these additional instances of this change are not repeated 

C

with reference to the 
UKOP protective works.

10.

the 1990 Act

Article 11, 
Street works
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The proposed amendment 
is in response to feedback 
from host authorities and 
the Examining Authority on 
the duration of deemed 
consent periods. Further 
explanation can be found 
in response to DCO 1.A2. 

C

This correction has been made throughout the articles of 3.1 Draft 
Development Consent Order (Revision C), specifically at articles 14(5) 
(power to alter layout, etc. of streets), 16(8) (temporary closure of streets and 
public rights of way), 17(2) (access to works), 20(9) (discharge of water), 22(8) 
(authority to survey and investigate the land), 27(4) (temporary use of land by 
National Grid), 28(4) (temporary use of land by UKPN and UKOP), 35(2) 
(acquisition of part of certain properties), 49(10) (traffic regulation), and 50(5) 
(felling or lopping).  To ensure this schedule is kept as legible as possible, these 
additional instances of this change are not repeated again in this Table 2.2.

again in this Table 2.2.

13.

C

Article 21, 
Protective 
works

11.

The proposed amendment 
removes reference to the 
UKOP protective works 
from Article 21 as these 
powers are now proposed 
to be covered more 
comprehensively 
elsewhere in the draft 
DCO. There are also 

C

12.

Article 11, 
Street works 

Article 12, 
Application of 
the Permit 
Schemes

The proposed amendment 
is in response to DCO 
1.A21 to provide clarity 
around what would 
happen if the Applicant 
chose to appeal using 
more than one appeal 
mechanism.
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consequential changes to 
cross-references.
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C14. Article 21, 
Protective 
works

The proposed amendment 
provides a ‘business day’ 
equivalent period to the 
original 14 day period, in 
response to DCO 1.A3.  



National Grid  |  MarchApril 2026  |  Norwich to Tilbury 41

16.

Article 23, 
Removal of 
human 
remains

Article 27, 
Temporary 
use of land by 
National Grid

The proposed amendment 
ensures that National Grid 
would not be required to 
remove essential 
mitigation works, for 
example, the UKOP 
protective works, when it 
gives up temporary 
possession of land. 

Correction of typographical 

The proposed amendment 
provides a ‘business day’ 
equivalent period to the 
original 56 day period, in 
response to DCO 1.A3.  

C

This correction has been made throughout the 3.1 Draft Development 
Consent Order (Revision C), specifically at articles 22(3) (authority to survey 
and investigate the land), 27(2) (temporary use of land by National Grid), 28(2) 
(temporary use of land by UKPN and UKOP), 29(3) and (11) (temporary use of 
land for maintaining the authorised development), and 59(4) (amendment of 
local legislation).

15.
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The proposed amendment 
affords UKOP equivalent 

C17. Article 28, 
Temporary 

error in Schedule 
cross-referencing.
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powers of temporary 
possession of land as are 
proposed for UKPN to 
ensure that they have 
sufficient rights to access 
land to carry out the UKOP 
protective works.

19.

18.

Article 49, 

use of land by 
UKPN and 
UKOP

The proposed amendment 

Article 49, 
Traffic 
regulation

Consequential changes to cross-references to this newly-named article are 
made throughout the 3.1 Draft Development Consent Order [Revision C] and 
each instance is not individually listed in this Table 2.2.

Correction of column 
numbers to reflect those in 
Schedule 13. 

C
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The proposed amendment 
is included following 
feedback from Suffolk 
County Council and 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
to ensure visibility and 
accurate record keeping 
for relevant traffic 
authorities.

22. Article 55, 
Procedure 
regarding 
certain 
approvals etc.

Insertion of qualifying 
wording to give effect to 
new paragraph (4).

C

C

provides a ‘business day’ 
equivalent period to the 
original seven day period, 
in response to DCO 1.A3.  

23.

21.

Article 55, 
Procedure 
regarding 
certain 

20.

Insertion of new paragraph 
(4) to clarify that where the 
provisions of article 62 
(arbitration) are specified 

Article 50, 
Felling or 
lopping

Traffic 
regulation

C

Correction of 
cross-reference to 
paragraph (5) so that 
deemed consent provision 
does not operate where an 
application does not 
include the statement 
required by paragraph (6).

Article 49, 
Traffic 
regulation

C



National Grid  |  MarchApril 2026  |  Norwich to Tilbury 45

24.

25.

approvals etc.

Article 56, 
Safeguarding

Article 56, 
Safeguarding

Minor typographical 
correction.

The proposed amendment 
provides a ‘business day’ 
equivalent period to the 
original 21 day period, in 
response to DCO 1.A3.

C

C

to apply under Schedule 
16 (protective provisions), 
the mechanisms of 
Schedule 4 (discharge of 
requirements) will not 
apply.
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Schedule 3, 
Requirements
(Paragraph 
1(1))

Amendment made 
following feedback from 
host authorities that the 
definition of ‘discharging 

Schedule 1, 
Authorised 
Development

C

C

26. The proposed amendment 
brings the UKOP 
protective works into the 
scope of the authorised 
development. The 
intention is that this 
proposal will replace the 
description of works 
previously included in 
Schedule 9A.

27.
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authority’ is unclear.

29.

Schedule 3, 
Requirements
(Paragraph 
1(3))

31.

Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 
2(4))

Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 
3(4))

The proposed amendment 
is in response to feedback 
from host authorities and 
the Examining Authority 
regarding decision 
timescales. Further 
explanation can be found 
in response to DCO 1.A2.  

Correction of a minor 
typographical error. 

With the exception of Schedule 16 (protective provisions) which remain under 
discussion with the relevant stakeholders, this correction has been made 
throughout the 3.1 Draft Development Consent Order (Revision C) 
schedules, specifically at schedules 4 (paragraphs 1(1) and 3(2)) (discharge of 
requirements) and 10 (paragraph 11) (modification of compensation and 
compulsory purchase enactments for creation of new rights). To ensure 
legibility of this Table 2.2, each instance is not individually repeated in this table.

Amendment to specify 
more clearly the type of 
information or materials 
that may be approved 
under the requirements 
and by whom.

C

32.

C

Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 

Correction of a minor 
typographical error that will 
ensure it is clear that there 

C

30.

C

Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 
3(1))

28.

The proposed amendment 
provides a ‘business day’ 
equivalent period to the 
original seven day period, 
in response to DCO 1.A3.  
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Removal of reference to 
discharging authority 
following deletion of the 
definition.

Replacement of “in 
consultation with” by 
“following consultation 
with” is a statutory drafting 
point to clarify that it is the 
relevant planning authority 
who is responsible for 
making and 
communicating its decision 
following consultation and 
that the decision does not 
rest with the consultee.

Reference to the “relevant 
highway authority” has 
been added following 
feedback from National 
Highways that it must be 
consulted to the extent 
that the proposals affect 
the strategic road network.

Paragraph (2) is amended 
to make clear that all 
stages of the authorised 
development (and not just 
construction works) must 
be carried out in 
accordance with the 
approved plans, thereby 

C

may be revisions to the 
written scheme.

33.

3(5))

Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 4)
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securing the commitments 
and mitigation measures 
contained in the 
management plans.

35.

Schedule 3, 
Requirements
(Paragraph 5)

Schedule 3, 
Requirements
(Paragraph 7)

Correction of a 
typographical error to 
ensure consistency with 
the defined term.  

Amendments proposed 
following feedback from 
host authorities as to the 
need for the involvement 
of the county planning 
authority in historic 
environment matters.

C

C34.
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C36. Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 
10)

The intention of the 
proposed amendment to 
Requirement 10 to exclude 
Work No. 17A is to be 
abundantly clear that, 
when reinstating land that 
has temporarily been used 
for construction, the UKOP 
protective works can be 
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37.

38. Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 
13)

Schedule 3, 
Requirements 
(Paragraph 
11)

Replacement of “in 
consultation with” by 
“following consultation 
with” is a statutory drafting 
point to clarify that it is the 
relevant planning authority 
who is responsible for 
making and 
communicating its decision 
following consultation and 
that the decision does not 
rest with the consultee.

retained in situ.

References to “a condition 
suitable for its former use” 
have been amended 
following feedback from 
host authorities. The 
Applicant considers 
“former condition” to be 
more precise than the 
suggested definition of 
“former use” and therefore 
more appropriate 
terminology.

Amendment proposed in 
response to DCO 1.S3 to 
ensure ongoing 
maintenance of the 
approved details.

C

C
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C

39.

41.

Replacement of “5 days” 
with “5 business days” and 
replacement of “21 days” 
with “15 business days” to 
provide a ‘business day’ 
equivalent period to the 
original periods in 
response to DCO 1.A3. 

Schedule 4, 
Discharge of 
requirements 
(Paragraph 4)

40.

Correction of a 
typographical error to 
ensure consistency with 
the defined term, and to 
reflect the changes made 

Schedule 4, 
Discharge of 
requirements 
(Paragraph 3)

C

Correction in recognition of 
the removal of the 
definition of “discharging 
authority”, 

Schedule 4, 
Discharge of 
requirements 
(Paragraph 2) 

C
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42.

43. Schedule 4, 
Discharge of 
requirements 
(Paragraph 6)

Schedule 4, 
Discharge of 
requirements 
(Paragraph 5)

Amendment to reflect that 
Schedule 4 (discharge of 
requirements) applies in 
some instances beyond 
Schedule 3 (requirements) 
.

to article 55(4) which 
provides that article 62 
(arbitration) will apply in 
place of Schedule 4 
(discharge of 
requirements) where 
specified in Schedule 16 
(protective provisions).

Amendment to reflect that 
Schedule 4 (discharge of 
requirements) applies in 
some instances beyond 
Schedule 3 (requirements)

C

C
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Schedule 11, 
Land of which 
temporary 
possession 
may be taken

Updates to reflect changes 
to land parcels or classes 
of rights that emanated 
from the acceptance of 
Change Application 1 – 
Bulphan (Section H) and 
Change Application 2 – 
Little Bromley (Section C).

Schedule 9A, 
Works for the 
protection of 
UKOP 
apparatus

Amendments to Section C

Amendments to Section H

C

C

44. Schedule 9A is replaced 
by the description of the 
UKOP protective works 
contained in a new Work 
No. 17A.

45.
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47.

Schedule 16, 
Protective 
Provisions 
(Part 5 – For 
the Protection 
of National 
Highways)

Schedule 16, 
Protective 
Provisions 
(Part 6 – For 

Addition of text to the 
heading for consistency 
with other Parts of this 
Schedule.

Minor typographical 
correction.

C

C46.
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49.

Schedule 16, 
Protective 
Provisions 
(Part 6 – For 
the Protection 
of Five 
Estuaries)

Schedule 16, 
Protective 
Provisions 
(Part 7 – For 
the Protection 
of North Falls)

Addition of draft provisions 
for the protection of North 
Falls.

Minor typographical 
correction.

C

the Protection 
of Five 
Estuaries)

48.
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C50. Schedule 19, 
Certified 
Documents 

Adjustment to certified 
document in response to 
DCO 1.S26.
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